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Fracking is coming to your town !                        

▪ Aurora holds the licence for drilling and Fracking within the area PEDL 164 

and their “Fracking application” to drill the first two wells in Great Altcar is 

expected shortly. 

▪ This will mean a well is to be drilled within the next 2 years. 

▪ Sefton is an “affected area”, but opposition to this application will need to be 

sent to Lancashire County Council, stating your reasons why you object. 

▪ There is a 16 week window in which valid objections should be received by LCC 

starting from the date of Aurora’s application. This application has recently 

been delayed by Aurora. 

 

Frack Free Formby is part of The Moss Alliance which is made up 

of several local groups opposed to the proposal to allow fracking at 

the Great Altcar. The proposed site and access is shown here in red, 

together with extremities of horizontal borehole below ground.  

Latest developments: 

FRACKING AND PERMITTED DEVELOPMENT 

On 17th May the Government issued a Written Ministerial Statement, which proposes that 

exploratory drilling for shale gas should be considered permitted development, and therefore 

would not require fracking companies to go through the normal local planning system. 

This would mean that building a 1.5 hectare or greater size fracking well pad – which could 

result in noisy day-and-night drilling for up to eight months and require over sixty HGV 

movements every day – could be approved without local people being able to oppose it, as they 

can currently.  

Frack Free United has joined a host of major national environmental groups writing letters 

to Greg Clarke MP, Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, and more 

recently in March to the Prime Minister, in a bid to urge the UK government to reconsider their 

support for fracking. They are still awaiting responses. Visit www.frackfreeunited.co.uk for 

more useful information. 

On 28th June, MP Bill Esterson wrote to Claire Perry MP in her capacity as Minister for Clean 

Growth and Energy. In his letter he raised concerns about shale gas extraction on behalf of his 

constituents. Ms. Perry responded with a letter containing the usual government platitudes, 

attaching a copy of “apparent” myth busters which Ms. Perry thinks “he and others may find 

useful!” 
Following is a sample of Ms. Perry’s attachment to Bill Esterson. This shows the apparent myths supposedly 

made by anti-frackers, along with the claimed ’facts’ according to the Government, and the actual TRUTH! 

https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Commons/2018-05-17/HCWS690
http://www.frackfreeunited.co.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fracking has started at Preston New Road resulting in earthquakes being detected above agreed seismic  

safety thresholds. Ms. Perry, Minister for Clean Growth and Energy, who originally stated that these 

were set too low, has finally decided to keep to them during the exploratory phase. However the Fracking 

companies are pressurising the Government to raise these thresholds considerably when full production 

starts. Follow our Facebook page to stay updated.  

Clearly, we are trying to reason with “unreasonable” people. Our Government is supposed to be looking 

after our interests. Instead, together with Fracking companies, they are intent on destroying our 

communities, our countryside, our health, and our future climate. 

It is therefore vitally important that we all make the necessary objections when the time comes, to Lancs 

C.C. in the strongest possible manner. As soon as Aurora  submits its application, we will arrange for a 

public meeting to be held so advice and information can be provided by the Frack Free Formby team. 

Further information on the above, or about the effects of fracking locally, visit our 

web site; www.frackfreeformby.org                                                                                               

Apparent Myth #1:  We no longer need gas 

 

Claimed Fact: Last year 40% of our electricity 

was provided by gas and over 85% of the UK 

population use gas for heating and cooking. We 

also need gas as to make petrochemicals which 

are used in everyday items such as plastics, 

fertilizers, synthetic fibres, cosmetics and 

medicines. 

 

 

Apparent Myth #2: Using gas is incompatible 

with our climate change commitments 

 

Claimed Fact: Every scenario proposed by the 

Committee on Climate Change to meet our legally 

binding carbon reduction commitments includes 

demand for natural gas. A mix of gas and 

renewables will enable us to meet our climate 

targets. 

Apparent Myth #3: Shale gas extraction will 

industrialise the countryside and our national 

parks 

Claimed Fact: There will be no hydraulic 

fracturing in National Parks. In 2016 we 

confirmed that shale exploration wells will not be 

able to be drilled in protected areas. A shale gas 

site is typically the size of a football pitch. 

Drilling only takes 4-8 weeks and once the wells 

are drilled the large equipment is taken away. 

Wells can be returned to their pre-drilling state 

in as little as 3 years. 

 

Truth:  Nobody intelligent is claiming that the UK does 
not need gas so there is no need to bust a myth which 
does not really exist. Gas will be in our energy mix for 
some decades to come, but in order to meet our 
commitments to climate change mitigation we need to 
decrease our use of gas and other fossil fuels. Burning 
Gas to generate Electricity is wasteful and inefficient. 
The last thing we need is MORE PLASTIC. 
Furthermore, the UK currently exports over 25% of all 
the gas it produces, according to the 2017 DUKES 
(Digest of UK Energy Statistics) 
 
Truth: Shale gas is not included in either of the 
government’s own recent reports into “Gas security of 
supply, 2017”, as other sources of gas supply are 
deemed adequate. New North Sea wells have recently 
been interconnected. 
According to the Governments’s Dept. for UK Energy 

Statistics, in 2017 less than 1% of  gas came from 

Russia, and none in 2016. Investment in Renewables 

and alternative none carbon fuels is  totally 

inadequate. 

Truth: industrialisation is not just drilling and a pad on 

the edge of a National Park might still require huge 

numbers of HGVs to trundle through these parks while 

the pad operator drills beneath the park from a pad 

sited on its edge. 

A football pitch is between 0.62 and 0.82 hectares in 

size. Cuadrilla’s pad at PNR is 2.6 hectares with a 

further 7.4 hectares of associated 

groundworks. Drilling 2 wells at Preston New Road has 

taken around a year. However, what is not stated here 

is that is if there are 40 wells on a pad and they each 

take 4-8 weeks to drill then the drilling will go on for 

3.5 years to 7 years 

 

@frackfreeformby www.facebook.com/frackfreeformby 

http://www.frackfreeformby.org/

